
ESO/Chile Committee meeting – September 7, 2007 

Minutes 
 

Participants: L. Campusano, M. Catelan, T. de Zeeuw (ESO DG), G. Mathys, F. 
Mirabel, H. Quintana (Chairman), M. Rubio, M. T. Ruiz, M. West 
Excused: D. Geisler, R. Mendez 
 
1. The Chairman of the ESO/Chile Committee welcomes ESO’s new Director 
General, Tim de Zeeuw. F. Mirabel gives a short presentation of the DG, and 
introduces the new Head of ESO’s Office for Science in Chile, M. West. The DG 
stresses the importance of a good collaboration between ESO and the Chilean 
astronomical community. The Chairman introduces the Committee and gives a brief 
reminder of its role as described in the formal agreement between the Chilean 
government and ESO. 
 
2. OPC matters: attention will continue to be paid to ensure that Chilean telescope 
time proposals are dealt with in the same way as proposals from ESO member state 
astronomers. As far as nominations for the OPC Panels are concerned, the Chilean 
representatives are invited to send to G. Mathys suggestions for Panel members for 
Period 82 by the end of October 2007. These suggestions will be submitted to the 
OPC Nominating Committee. 
 
3. STC matters: the DG reports that the Visiting Committee, following its 2007 
evaluation of ESO, recommended that the STC structure be reviewed in view of the 
increasing number of ESO member countries. The ESO Council also requested a new 
review of the terms of references of the various ESO committees. In answer to a 
concern raised by the Chairman in relation with the representation of Chile on the 
Strategic Working Group, the DG answers that this Working Group, which meets 
informally with the DG to prepare discussions at the Council meetings, is on purpose 
not based on national representation. The DG takes note of the wish of the Chilean 
community to be well informed about the decisions that are made, and to participate 
in the activities of the various committees and working groups. 
 
4. The DG takes note of the position of the Chilean representatives with respect to 
VISTA, as specified in the minutes of the ESO/Chile Committee meetings of January 
9, 2007 and July 4, 2007. He reports that the primary mirror of VISTA is still in 
Moscow, so that it is premature to draw specific plans for the start of operations of 
VISTA. 
 
5. Access of the Chilean astronomical community to non-ESO telescopes on the ESO 
Observatory sites: G. Mathys reports that the Danish contact person indicated that it 
was not possible to deviate from the conditions of usage specified in his previous 
proposal. The DG stresses that the current state of Danish astronomy represents a 
concern from ESO, so that the alternatives are limited. Upon request of the Chilean 
representatives, ESO will inquire about the reasons for the negative answer to the 



Chilean requests that was given by the Danish community, since the impact for the 
latter is not entirely clear.  
 
6. M. West reports that 9 applications were received for the ESO studentship 
programme in Chile, including several from students at Chilean universities.  
 
7. With reference to an international workshop on astronomy to be organised and 
hosted by the Chilean Ministry of Foreign Affairs, with participation of all 
Observatories with facilities in Chile and of all Chilean astronomical institutions, F. 
Mirabel reports the wish to have as an outcome a formal declaration of the importance 
of astronomy for Chile, and of the importance of Chile for astronomy. This document, 
to be signed by all participants, should be communicated to the media.  
 


