
ESO/Chile Committee meeting – July 4, 2007 

Draft Minutes 
 

Participants: L. Campusano, M. Catelan, C. Cesarsky (ESO DG), B. Leibundgut, 
G. Mathys, R. Mendez, F. Mirabel, H. Quintana (Chairman), M. Rubio, M. T. Ruiz 
Excused: W. Gieren 
 
1. In answer to a question raised by the report of the ESO Visiting Committee, it was 

confirmed that the actual representation of ESO (DG, ESO Representative in 
Chile, Head of VISAS) at the ESO/Chile Committee meetings is adequate. In the 
future, the recently appointed Head of the Office of Science for Chile would be a 
logical addition to this representation. 

2. It is agreed that, for future meetings, an agenda will be submitted before the 
meeting by the Chilean representatives. 

3. It is agreed that in the future, a deadline will be set for release of the draft minutes. 
For this meeting, a tentative deadline of mid-July is set. 

4. Final approval of the minutes of the meeting of January 2007 was still pending 
due to a disagreement on the usage of VISTA time during the first year of science 
operations. The Chilean representatives reckoned that assignment of all the 
VISTA time to Public Surveys in the first year of operation of the telescope, 
approved by the OPC, is in contradiction with the minutes of the ESO/Chile 
Committee meeting of June 2006. The DG stressed the importance of allowing the 
Public Surveys to make some progress as early as possible, so as to gain 
experience. In conclusion, a revised version of the minutes, recording the wish of 
the Chilean community to make usage of their time on VISTA Normal 
Programmes in the first year of science operations, was approved. 

5. Pending issues on the access of the Chilean community to non-ESO telescopes 
were reviewed. G. Mathys reported a positive response from the REM contact 
person, E. Molinari, who indicated his agreement with the generic rules of usage 
of non-ESO telescopes by Chilean astronomers, duly adapted for an automated 
telescope. (The corresponding specific text will be sent to the Chairman of the 
ESO/Chile Committee for final review.) G. Mathys also reported that he had 
contacted the Danish representative about the issues raised by the Chilean 
astronomers on the specific terms proposed by this representative. No answer had 
been received yet at the time of the meeting. A counter-proposal from the Chilean 
community was distributed. After minor modification related to ESO’s support 
commitment, which was agreed upon between the meeting participants, this 
counter-proposal will be sent to the Danish representative. 

6. The Chilean representatives reiterated the need for fulfilment of the procedures 
foreseen in the “Acuerdo” for appointment of the Chilean representatives at the 
STC and at the OPC. For the OPC, practical steps of implementation as described 
in the minutes of the January 2007 meeting will ensure that this is achieved as of 
Period 81. For the STC, the mandates of the representatives appointed under the 
“old” nomination scheme (including the Chilean representative) were 
systematically extended until the end of their original terms. The current 
nomination process is being questioned by the Council, so that it is not possible at 



present to define the procedure that will be applied in the future, but care will be 
taken that the Chilean representative can be proposed by the ESO/Chile 
Committee, as required. It is pointed out that UC nominations are always 
proposed to the DG by the representative body of each country, so that no specific 
provision is required for Chile in this case. 

7. It is agreed that the Head of VISAS will send a summary of the allocation of time 
to Chilean astronomers on ESO telescopes to the Chairman of the ESO/Chile 
Committee on each ESO Period, once the time allocation is made public. 

8. The Chilean representatives report the development of new astronomy and related 
careers in a number of Chilean Universities. The positive and negative aspects of 
this process are discussed, as well as the prospects for future opportunities arising 
from it, with particular emphasis on the possibility for Chilean contributions of 
hardware and software developments to ESO telescope and instrumentation. 

9. F. Mirabel points out that the opportunity for young Chilean researchers to work 
towards a PhD in an international environment by taking advantage of ESO-Chile 
grants is little used at present. Possibilities to improve this situation are discussed, 
including better advertising of the scheme, publication of proposed thesis subjects 
by ESO staff astronomers, contacts between ESO and post-grade directors of the 
astrophysics groups of the various Chilean Universities, personal contacts 
between ESO astronomers and Chilean students at the SOCHIAS meetings. 

10. The Chairman of the ESO/Chile Committee conveys the thanks of the Chilean 
astronomical community to the DG for the progress achieved during her term in 
the strengthening of the relations between ESO and the Chilean astronomers.  

 


