
 
Participants: 

- Chile: Felipe Barrientos, Sebastián López, Patricio Rojo, Mario Hamuy 
- ESO:  Tim de Zeeuw, Fernando Comerón, Claudio Melo, Andreas Kaufer  

 
Agenda: 

1. Update on ESO matters 
2. Update on Chile matters 
3. Chilean time execution 
4. National telescopes matters 
5. AOB 

 
 

1. Tim de Zeeuw updated on the current status of the Brazilian accession, 
the recent Polish accession to ESO, the EELT construction status, the 
new VLT instruments, the future of the APEX antenna and La Silla, and 
on the CTA. 
Fernando Comerón commented on the outcome of the Joint Committee 
proposals 2015, which have already been published through SOCHIAS. 
 

2. Felipe Barrientos commented on the current CONICYT situation and the 
negative consequences of the departure of persons in key positions, 
often without a replacement. In particular, it is regard with concern that 
the position of head of astronomy at CONICYT remains vacant since one 
and a half years . A discussion followed in which the Chilean 
representatives expressed their views on  the general situation for 
science in Chile and the background of the recent protest made public by 
the scientific community. 

3. Felipe Barrientos reported on the results of their follow-up of the time 
allocation to Chilean scientists at ESO telescopes. While thanking ESO 
for the statitics provided on a regular basis, which include items 
specifically requested by the Chilean representation, he expressed the 
feeling that more information on the details of the scheduling procedure 
were needed to fully understand some aspects, such as the allocation of 
Chilean proposals in Class B and its relation with the 10% of guaranteed 
time for Chile.  
Andreas Kaufer explained the process of scheduling of service mode, 
already outlined in the ESO-Chile Committee meeting of March 2015, 
which preserves the 10% allocation to Chilean programmes while 
keeping a common execution probability for all Class B programmes. To 
the question of the completion rates for Chilean Class B programmes, 
Andreas Kaufer responded that such statistics are not regularly produced 
on  country-by-country basis, but that they can be extracted for Chile if 
this is requested.   Felipe Barrientos inquired on the impact of 
Guaranteed Time Observations (GTO) on the time available for Chile,  and 
expressed his concern about the reduced time left for Chilean 
programmes at the telescopes where large amounts of GTO is 
committed on a given period. Andreas Kaufer pointed out that the entire 



community is affected by the GTO time, and that given the increased 
number of member states the impact is proportionally smaller on Chile 
than on any other country. ESO takes note of the need, already agreed at 
the ESO-Chile committee in 2006, to maintain the 10% of the time for 
Chilean programmes at those telescopes where the fraction of GTO time 
exceeds 10%.  

4. Felipe Barrientos noted the concerns recently brought to the attention of 
ESO regarding access to national telescopes. While acknowledging that 
the principle of making 10% of the time available to Chile is being 
respected, the scheduling of this time is considered to impose restrictions 
that affect the feasibility of some projects. Concrete examples given refer 
to the TRAPPIST telescope, GROND at the MPI 2.2m, and the lucky 
imaging camera at the Danish 1.5m. A lengthy discussion ensued on the 
limited possibilities that the small TRAPPIST team has of adding the 
further flexibility requested by some Chilean programmes given their 
scarce resources, ESO's view being that as long as the 10% time 
condition is fulfilled, additional constraints can be met only on a best-
effort basis. The issues concerning the other instruments will be dealt 
with by the chair of the Chilean National Time Allocation Committee 
(CNTAC) and the contact person designated by each national telescope, 
as agreed at the meeting held on 24 August between a delegation of 
Chilean members of the ESO-Chile committee and the ESO 
representative.  

5. The next meeting was tentatively set to April, trying to take advantage of 
the presence of the ESO Director General for the ALMA Board meeting. 
The date will be confirmed at later time.  

 


