
ESO Chile Committee (CECH)  9 March 2015 
 
Participants:  
- Chile: Luis Campusano (chair), Veronica Motta, per Skype: D. Geisler. 
- ESO:  Prof. Tim De Zeeuw, Fernando Comerón, A. Kaufer, Claudio de Melo 
 
Agenda: 

• Approval of the minutes of the previous meeting 
• News from the Chilean Community  
• News from ESO 
• New scheme for the allocation of the 10% Chilean time  
• AOB 

 
Before the formal start of the meeting, the Chair apologized for the reduced 
presence of the Chilean side, which was due to the preparation of the 
SOCHIAS meeting in the South of Chile and the MAS inauguration event. 
 

1. The minutes of the previous meeting were approved after a small 
modification proposed by Luis Campusano. 

2. The Chair informed that Miguel Roth had been selected as the new 
Director of the Astronomy Program and that he would start his 
position on April 15th. He is already attending the ALMA Board. This 
selection has been very welcomed by the community. 
He also mentioned that on this same day, March 9, is the inauguration 
of the MAS. 
 
Douglas Geissler added that last Friday the new building of the 
Astronomy Department of Universidad de Concepción had been 
inaugurated and that hey would move in the course of the current 
semester. He also mentioned that Prof. Brian Schmidt would be 
visiting the next day, Thursday 10th. 
 
Veronica Motta informed about 5 new positions at Universidad de 
Valparaiso, 3 in galactic astronomy  and 2 in stellar astronomy. She 
also stressed that two of them are former ESO fellows. (Maja 
Vuckovic, Amelia Bayo). 
 

3. Prof. de Zeeuw showed a presentation informing about several 
ongoing matters at ESO: 

• the construction status of Armazones 
• science results with SPHERE 
• infrastructure work on Paranal 
• status of call for proposals for the NTT 
• APEX reached a record of observations in 2014 (4,400 hrs) 
• ALMA: residencia is being constructed, work has started in 

January and it is expected to be ready in early 2017 



• E-ELT: Council aproved the construction in 2 phases. He 
stressed that this is a back-up plan, not a descope. 

• ARMAZONES: the new access road is being built and the 
leveling of the platform will be finished soon. 

 
4. Andreas Kaufer explained the new scheme for the allocation of the 

10% Chilean time for programmes to be executed in Service Mode, 
pointing out that there are two kinds of Service Mode programmes: 

• A-class programmes are virtually guaranteed to be completely 
executed. 
B-class programmes have a commitment for best effort but are 
not carried over.  

Thus far all Chilean programmes were automatically scheduled in 
Class A until filling the 10% allocation, with the possibility of allocating 
additional programmes in class B. The change in policy will set the 
dividing line between class A and B programmes at the same scientific 
rating as for all other programmes, while filling the allocation of a 
minimum of 10% of the observing time guaranteed to Chile through 
the total assignment in classes A and B. This establishes a fair 
treatment of execution priorities across all Service Mode programmes 
while maintaining the commitment of reserving at least 10% of the 
observing time for Chilean programmes.      
 
The Chair commented that the Committee has a subgroup that 
studied the actual execution of Chilean programmes and will present 
the results. He thanked ESO for facilitating the information of time 
allocation and execution necessary to carry out such study.  
Andreas Kaufer asks if if the study is about the return of programme 
results. To which Luis  Campusano answered that it is a detailed 
investigation  over the latest 3 observing periods.  He also informed 
that they met with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in January, where a 
preliminary report was presented on behalf of the ESO-Chile 
Committee.  
 

5. Luis Campusano asked if there is a new Chilean STC member and 
requested an update of the information on the STC composition.  

 Andreas Kaufer answered that Neil Nagar is STC Member. The STC 
composition can be publicly accessed through the ESO webpages. 

 
6. The date for the next meeting will be set in the coming months. 


